
Innisfree Informer
Deb's Message in a Minute

   I had a wonderful June, enjoying some vacation time 
but now I am back to our beautiful July. The longer days 
sees me out later and enjoying the smells of the flowers 
blooming.
  The school parking lot is empty, and the kids are out 
riding their bikes and walking their dogs. I love this 
time of the year.
  Thanks to the Village staff working hard to keep the 
village looking good with the grass growing quickly. 
  Congratulations Innisfree Public Library on your 10-
year anniversary. Libraries are more than books. Check 
all the benefits of our library,
  The Agricultural Society is planning the Fair on August 
10. Watch for more information as details are finalized.
  The museum is open from 9 to 5 Monday to Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 to 2. Drop-in and see what is new.
  Innisfree Senior Citizens have started serving Coffee 
Monday mornings from 9 to 11 in the Seniors’ Drop-in 
Centre. Drop in for a cup of coffee and see your friends 
there. This is coffee time is open to all ages.
  Birch Lake Campground is now open. Drop by and 
meet Kat, our grounds person, and stay awhile and 
enjoy the great outdoors. The camp office is now stocked 
with a few important items for the campers and area 
residents if you need something for a meal. With the 
rain the grounds and camping spots look great.
See the Mannville-Minburn-Innisfree FCSS Facebook 
page for up-to-date information available. 
  As we watch the news of the invasion of Ukraine, I 
pray for those caught in this conflict.
  Check for updates as they are posted on the Village of 
Innisfree web site, www.innisfree.ca and, the Village of 
Innisfree Facebook page
  Respectfully submitted by Deb McMann

The July 2022

Multi Sport Court Revitalization Project
  The multi sport court revitalization project at Innisfree Delnorte 
School is making progress.  
  We have successfully raised enough money to proceed with the 
asphalt portion of the project.  Spectre Systems out of Mundare 
is scheduled to start work at the beginning of July.  With the 
construction work going on in the area behind the school and the 
arena, for safety reasons we ask that people avoid this area while 
equipment is working. 
  We would like to thank Clint Taylor for his time and equipment 
to mulch the trees along the west side of the perimeter fence at 
no charge to the project.  Buffalo Trail Public School Division has 
agreed to mow this area to keep the trees from regrowing.  
  BTPS has removed the perimeter fence and with the help of 
Cory Hlus and his equipment, placed large concrete blocks be-
tween the east side of the courts and the playground area.  The 
old wooden retaining wall was no longer serving the intended 
purpose and needed replacing.  Thank you to Cory for his help. 
Thank you to Twin Lakes from Vegreville for delivering the con-
crete blocks to the project site at no additional charge.  Thank 
you to BTPS for completing this portion of the project at their 
expense. 
  This project is located on school property and is being spear-
headed by school council.  However, this is a project for the 
benefit and enjoyment of our entire community.  The goal of this 
project is to provide recreation opportunities for our community 
that do not currently exist.  Our youth, families and seniors can 
enjoy this area while playing pickleball, basketball and street 
hockey.  It has the potential to serve as a gathering area for com-
munity events and tournaments.  It may also help to increase 
visitor numbers to the village, increase library and museum visits, 
reduce mischief, and grow awareness of our community.  
  The Innisfree School Financial Society has to date applied for 
several grants and funding opportunities.  However, the project 
can not proceed without additional funding.  We would like to 
take this opportunity to reach out to our community and re-
quest financial support to help build this project.  Cheques may 
be made payable to the Innisfree School Financial Society and 
mailed to Box 275 Innisfree, AB T0B 2G0 or left at the Village of 
Innisfree office during office hours.  Receipts will be issued for all 
donations received.  We thank you for your support.  If we work 
together as a community, we can accomplish great things.  
  If you have any suggestions or questions regarding this project 
please contact school council chair, Carmen Kassian.



Fun Fact: The world's oldest person lives with over 7 billion people who were not around when he/she was born.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
The Village of Innisfree Library is turning 10!

As time goes by,
You will loosen your grip on that rock,
The one you always thought was home,
And you will realise that home is not a place,
It’s a state of mind.
Let it go.

As times goes by,
You will learn to see yourself more clearly,
The girl who was always too much of one thing,
And too little of another, was actually
Everything she needed to be.
Let her out.

As time goes by,
You will let the simple things become the big,
And you will allow the big things to become the 
simple,
And that readjustment will be,
The day you really start to live,
Let it be.

As time goes by,
You will be forced to say goodbye many times,
And your soft little heart will shatter but,
It will still beat and that will bring you,
All the purpose you need.
Let it beat.

As time goes by,
You will stop choosing wealth over peace,
You will stop choosing money over time,
And you will see that the treasures you need,
Are in the smiles and the laughter.
Let them in.
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As times goes by,
The moments you remember when your life 
flashes past,
Are never the awful memories my friend, it’s the 
joy,
The summer nights, the lazy days with loved ones,
The midnight chats and the morning hugs,
Let them happen.

Let them all happen.

Donna Ashworth
From ‘the right words’

Art by the amazing Lisa Aisato



Happy Birthday!
July 1: Adia Durie
July 1: Brock Sen
July 1: Kevin Zorniak
July 2: Rosemary Roland
July 5: Brett Lindballe
July 5: Tom Nott
July 6: Quinn Hlus
July 10: Cynthia Hlushak
July 10: Brandon Porter
July 11: Terri Broadhead
July 12: Logan Nott
July 12: Ken Whitten
July 13: Shelly Nott
July 14: Rocco Blackburn

July 15: Angeline Nott
July 16: Austyn Fowler
July 17: Sydnee Bouchier
July 17: Anne Neil
July 22: Sherry Fleck
July 22: Jennifer Hodel
July 23: Doug Crozier
July 24: Elise Nott

Happy Anniversary!
July 5: Carmen & Kevin Kassian
July 15: Terri & Garth Broadhead
July 28: Amanda & Calvin Broadhead
July 24: John & Joanne Hlushak

INFORMER
TRAVELS
Readers! 

Let's see how 
far our little
newsletter 

can go.
If you or a 
friend plan to 
do some
travelling, 
(now that we 
can!) send 
us a photo of 
you holding 
the Informer 
and tell us a 
little about 
where you 
went, what 
you saw and 
the adven-
tures you 
had!

Innisfree School Growing with Net Zero 
  Exciting things are in the planning stages for Innisfree 
School for the 2022/23 school year & this includes a Net 
Zero Greenhouse!  Innisfree School was the recipient of the 
A+ Energy Grant from Inside Education. Preference is given 
to schools that demonstrate measurable greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions & student engagement.  Innisfree was 
1 of 21 winners from across Alberta. 

  Below is the submitted from the Inside Education Website
THE FUTURE OF FOOD: A SUSTAINABLE APPROACH | $5,000
  We are building a net zero greenhouse that will not only 
educate students, but also the surrounding community 
about renewable sources of energy. We want to introduce 
the community to the idea of solar power and how easy and 
effective it can be to use as well as how to use solar power 
to reduce our ecological footprint. Students will research 
how far food travels before reaching our small rural com-
munity and discuss how their ecological footprint can be 
reduced by growing food in our net zero greenhouse. The 
fruits and vegetables that we will be growing will be enjoyed 
by both the students and the community, to help cut down 
on the amount of non-renewable energy that is required 
to get our food from field to fork. We will host community 
farmers markets where we can sell our local produce and 
other locally made products, as well as have students give 
presentations about our greenhouse to educate and inform 
our community about how they can reduce their ecologi-
cal footprint. To wrap up the project, students will reevalu-
ate their ecological footprint after incorporating the locally 
grown and sourced products from our market. We will pres-
ent our findings at a school assembly, at a
parent council meeting, and at a town council meeting.

We are so excited to start this project in August & students 
will have the opportunity to build the greenhouse in our 
new woodworking shop! 

Hey Kids! Are you an artist,
writer, inventor, or creative kid?

The Informer wants to hear from you!
Email your submissions or your creations

to be featured in future issues!

innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

Two elderly women were eating breakfast in a restaurant one 
morning. Ethel noticed something funny about Mabel's ear 
and she said, "Mabel, did you know you've got a suppository 
in your left ear? " Mabel answered, "I have a suppository?" 
She pulled it out and stared at it. Then she said, "Ethel, I'm 

glad you saw this 
thing. Now I think 
I know where my 
hearing aid is."



Here’s What’s Happening!
July 5: 	 Innisfree Agricultural Society Meeting
July 6: 	 Village of Innisfree Library Board Meeting
July 7: 	 Village of Innisfree Library
		  10 Year Anniversary Celebration 2 pm
July 13: 	Coffee Connections:
		  Mannville 10 am and Innisfree 1 pm
July 19: Village of Innisfree meeting

Please send your event info (name, date, location) by
July 25 to be included in the August Calendar of Events

EVENTS CALENDAR

Submissions for the Outdoor Corner are welcome.
Hunting, fishing and outdoor stories, facts or jokes!
Email: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

Fun Fact: In Switzerland, you are not allowed to hang your washing to dry outside on a Sunday.

A little old man shuffled slowly into an ice cream parlor 
and pulled himself slowly, painfully, up onto a stool… After 
catching his breath, he ordered a banana split. The waitress 
asked kindly, 'Crushed nuts?' 'No,' he replied, 'Arthritis.'



June 21, 2022 Village of Innisfree
Regular Council Meeting Highlights

Mayor and Council met on June 21st, 2022, for a Regular Council meeting.
Policies/Bylaws:
• Council approved Amended Cell Phone Policy 1200-01
• Council approved Equipment Rental Policy 3200-02
New Business:
• Council authorized the transfer of the Innisfree Fire Hall building to 
the County of Minburn pursuant to the Regional Fire Services Agree-
ment approved January 1st, 2022.
• Council direct Administration to compile the Village Council per-
spectives on the County of Minburn Economic Development Strate-
gies (EDS) per discussion and report the same during the CAO EDS 
interview. 
• Council adjourned the scheduled July 26, 2022, Public Auction to 
August 25, 2022 at 5:00 PM pursuant to Section 422 (1)-(3) of the 
Municipal Government Act. Further, Council amends the reserve bid 
for Plan 6127HW; Block 20; Lots 5-6 to $35,000 pursuant to Section 
419 (a)-(b) of the Municipal Government Act and the revised Com-
parative Market Analysis dated June 17, 2022. Furthermore, Council 
directed Administration to re-advertise the Public Auction in the July 
15 Issue of the Alberta Gazette pursuant to Section 421 (1)-(4) of the 
Municipal Government Act.
• Council approved a quote for the installation of lighting at the In-
nisfree Recreation Park in the amount of $2,895.11 (GST Excluded) 
pursuant to MSP Grant Application – Birch Lake Campground Reha-
bilitation.
• Council proclaimed September 19-25, 2022, as Rail Safety Week.
The Council Agenda, approved Policies and Draft Minutes can be 
found at: www.innisfree.ca  The Next Regular Council Meeting is sched-
uled for July 19, 2022, at 5:00 P.M.

Kids helpline # 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Helpline # 1-877-303-2642

Where do beekeepers stay on vacation? Air bee and bee.
Where do sharks go on vacation? Finland.

What did the llama say before his vacation? Alpaca bag.





News from the
Innisfree Walking Club

Hello everyone,
I myself have not been walking lately but we still want to bake 
and eat cake! So I picked out a couple of coffee cakes for you 
to try. 

But before I give them to you I have a special note for those of 
you who tried the Brazilian Cheese Bread from the June issue:

Note: Before pouring the batter into the mini muffin pan put 
the oiled muffin pan into the oven and heat to red hot THEN 
pour in the batter and bake. I realized that step was missing 
and you may have had a very hard time getting those little 
suckers out of that muffin pan. Sorry!

Enjoy your cakes with a delicious cup of coffee or tea!

Remember we would love to have your old recipes
you still use, or recipes from a loved one that were
passed to you.
You can email them to me:
gaylefoyster@gmail.com

Ingredients:
½ C Unsalted Butter
Zest of large lemon
1 C sugar (set aside 1 T for 
sprinkling)
1 Egg, room temp
1 tsp vanilla
2 C Flour (hold back ¼ C of 
this to toss fruit in)

2 tsp baking powder
1 tsp salt
1 cup frozen blueberries
1 cup frozen cranberries
(or fresh) (You can use 2 
cups total of either fruit if 
you don’t have both)
½ C Buttermilk

BUTTERMILK BLUEBERRY/CRANBERRY CAKE

Directions:
-Grease 8 inch square pan.
-Oven to 350 degrees. Cream butter, lemon zest and sugar 
until light and fluffy.
-Add egg and vanilla beat till combined. Toss fruit with the ¼ 
C flour.
-Whisk together remaining flour, salt and baking powder.
-Add ½ the flour mixture to the batter and stir with spatula 
to incorporate.
-Add all the buttermilk and stir. Add rest of flour and stir till 
absorbed.
-Fold in the fruit.
-Spread into greased pan and sprinkle with the tablespoon 
of sugar.
-Bake for 35 to 45 mins. Could take 50 mins. Cool.
-Mix lemon juice with icing sugar for a glaze to pour over 
cooled cake.           Serve with whipping cream.

Ingredients:
2 ½ cups all purpose flour
2 tsp baking powder
1 tsp baking soda
½ tsp salt
2 cups chopped walnuts
¾ cup brown sugar

½ tsp cinnamon
½ cup raisins
1 cup white sugar
1 cup unsalted butter
3 eggs
2 tsp pure vanilla extract
1 cup sour cream

RAISIN WALNUT COFFEE CAKE

Directions:
-Heat oven to 375 degrees F.
-Butter an angel food cake pan.
-In medium bowl stir together flour, baking powder, baking 
soda and salt.
-In small bowl combine chopped walnuts, brown sugar and 
cinnamon. Transfer half of this mix to another bowl and mix in 
raisins.
-Using mixer on medium beat white sugar and butter for 2 min. 
Beat in eggs one at a time then vanilla.
-On low speed mix in flour mixture until just combined.
-Add sour cream and mix until just combined. (Batter should 
be very thick.)
-Spread half the batter evenly into prepared pan and sprinkle 
with raisin-walnut mixture. Top with remaining batter and 
sprinkle with walnut mixture.
-Bake at 375 for 30 mins then reduce oven temp to 300 de-
grees F and continue baking till wooden pick comes out clean. 
Approx 20 to 25 mins.
-Cool cake completely in pan on wire rack.

If I got 50 cents for every failed math 
exam, I'd have $6.30 now!



Minburn Playground Project!
The sand is in! The hard-working Ag Society Board members have earned a rest. 
We are very thankful to the County of Minburn No. 27 for the recreation grant funding and providing the skid 
steer and operator and making this playground project a reality!



BUSINESS DIRECTORY

An out-of-towner drove his car into a ditch in a desolated area. Luckily, a local farmer came to help 
with his big strong horse named Buddy. He hitched Buddy up to the car and yelled, "Pull, Nellie, 
pull!" Buddy didn't move. Then the farmer hollered, "Pull, Buster, pull!" Buddy didn't respond.
  Once more the farmer commanded, "Pull, Coco, pull!" Nothing. Then the farmer nonchalantly said, 
"Pull, Buddy, pull!" And the horse easily dragged the car out of the ditch. The motorist was most 
appreciative and very curious. He asked the farmer why he called his horse by the wrong name 
three times. The farmer said, "Oh, Buddy is blind and if he thought he was the only one pulling, he 
wouldn't even try!"



painting projects I am hoping to paint 
some details onto it like wood shakes for 
the roof and some highlights in white 
outlining the windows and railing.  I’m 
sure the birds won’t really care as long as 
it remains filled with their favorite black 
oil sunflower seeds!
 
Our yard use to be home to hundreds of 
yellow finches, but for the last two years 
we have only a small handful of a half 
dozen or so that come grace the deck 
railing and the trees.  I have no idea what 
has changed, perhaps due to weather and 
other natural disasters they have altered 
their migration route.  I miss them.  I 
have seen a ruby throated hummingbird 
hanging around and have a few feeders 
strung up in the trees in case there are 
more that are too shy to come visit me.
 
The berry bushes have been swarmed 
by more bees and wasps than I have 
encountered in the last few years, so we 
are hopeful for a potentially bountiful 
harvest of raspberries and saskatoons…
yum!

If you enjoy a weekly dose of Farm Wife
humour please check out my blog at: 
https:\\farmwifediary.blog

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE
Starting @ $5.00 Please email for rates.

Discounted rates for in-area non profit groups.
innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

having a family, a house and the white 
picket fence.  Once that was obtained 
then you were set for life!
 
So naturally somewhere along the way 
we acquired a white picket fence, okay 
in actuality it is a 320 foot long, white 
two-board fence that runs along the 
driveway, but it is close enough to serve 
the purpose.
 
Now you are wondering why would one 
need to beware of a white picket fence?  
Well, sadly, anything that is painted at 
some point will require a touch up or 
may be a complete make over!  We have 
found that usually every seven years the 
fence needs a good repainting.
The first time we used a steel brush to 
remove the old, flaking paint and it 
worked well.  Round two we ended up 
taking a belt sander to it and this go 
round it was time to replace many of the 
rotting boards and posts. 
 
The thing is at 35 years of age, painting 
the fence all 320 feet, times two boards, 
times two sides plus the fence posts 
wasn’t all that daunting!  Fast forward 25 
years and 1280 feet of fence to paint has 
become a lot more overwhelming!
 
I have broken it down into sections; 
I have 16 sections completed and 24 
sections left to conquer.  Luckily for me 

Thank you to the Village of Innisfree and the Minburn Agricultural Society for their help and support of the Innisfree Informer.
Thank you to the community for their encouragement, kind words, and submissions.

July 25, 2022 is the August Informer deadline for submissions. Email to: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com or text 780-632-1585

Farmer Hubby has completed his task of 
replacing the decayed boards and I plan 
to place a paint brush in his hand over 
the next few days.
 
I had to take a short break from paint-
ing when we had those lovely rainy days, 
it was no hardship as I needed some 
recovery time, but also the moisture was 
so desperately desired that I was happy 
to spend some hours in the house!  The 
garden and grass should really take off 
now and I will be using up all that re-
cently stored energy all too soon!
 
It seems like the painting all comes due 
in the same year; I think we need to 
figure out how to space it out a tad bit 
better.  Today I was busy lightly sanding 
the outdoor, cedar swing as it needs a 
new coat of stain.  I have also noted that 
the deck is looking a bit shabby and time 
permitting we will probably need to ad-
dress that as well!
 
Not to be left out, while I had the ‘mouse’ 
sander out I decided to remove the peel-
ing paint from the bird feeder.  Some 
years ago, I had painted it a beautiful, 
robin’s egg blue, but now it has a shabby 
and not chic look to it!  After sanding off 
the better part of the old paint I realized 
that the feeder is probably on its last legs.  
Sadly, the birds love it as the squirrel is 
unable to climb onto or into it.  I decided 
to make the most of the current look and 
grabbed some brown paint, bits of the 
blue still comes through but that is just 
fine.  I’ve decided to go for a rustic old 
homestead look!  I need to let this coat 
of paint dry but between all the other 

Beware of White Picket Fences!...  by Deb Barber
I am pretty sure 
that when Farmer 
Hubby was younger 
the pinnacle of suc-
cess was portrayed 
as being married, 

Finally got 8 hours of sleep.
Took me four days, but whatever.


