
Deb's Message in a Minute
  May has seen more things happening. The museum has a 
full-time employee making it possible to be open from 9 to 
5 daily. Drop-in and see what is new. June is the month to 
recognize seniors.
  Coffee on June 8 from 1 to 2:30 at the Seniors’ Drop-in Cen-
tre will celebrate seniors. 
  The village is looking good with the grass growing and the 
flowers filling many spaces. The Village is planning a large 
item clean up for June 15. Residents - set out your larger 
items and mark them for pick up and the Village will look 
better than ever.
  Have you seen the new Facebook page for Innisfree Prairie 
Bank of Commerce Museum? The Historical Society is plan-
ning a Tea Party July 1. Join us for tea. 
  Innisfree Senior Citizens have started serving Coffee Mon-
day mornings from 9 to 11 in the Seniors’ Drop-in Centre. 
Drop in for a cup of coffee and see your friends there. This is 
coffee time is open to all ages.
  Wednesday evenings at 7:00 is the Seniors Fun Bingo. Ev-
eryone is welcome.
  Birch Lake Campground is now open. Drop by and meet 
Kat, our grounds person, and stay awhile and enjoy the great 
outdoors. The camp office is now stocked with a few impor-
tant items for the campers and area residents if you need 
something for a meal.
  See the Mannville-Minburn-Innisfree FCSS Facebook page 
for up-to-date information available. 
  As we watch the news of the invasion of the Ukraine, I pray 
for those caught in this conflict.
  Check for updates as they are posted on the Village of Inn-
isfree web site, www.innisfree.ca and, the Village of Innisfree 
Facebook page
  Respectfully submitted by Deb McMann
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Library News
   We are very pleased to be bringing Susan Brazeau and 
her presentation on British Home Children to the Delnorte 
School gymnasium on June 1 at 2:00pm. A little-known 
part of Canada's history, join us to learn about these 
forgotten children who became our nation's builders. Lil 
Carter and family will be a great addition to the presenta-
tion as fellow (and local) British Home Children Descen-
dants. 
   Our May Flower themed Early Literacy bag is ready for 
pickup! Filled with great activities and crafts to support 
literacy in your little ones lives.
   If you or someone you know has had a baby recently, 
please let us know so they can receive a "Born to Read" 
bag.
   We have been approved for Canada Summer jobs fund-
ing and are looking to hire a student between the ages of 
15 & 30 to fill a Summer Library Aide position! Start date 
is flexible and the wage is $15.25 per hour, with 240 hours 
to be completed during the term. 
Marilyn Newton, Library Manager
780-592-2122, librarian@innisfreelibrary.ca

Gentle reminder that the 40-hr. work week is out-
dated & was designed with the assumption someone else 
was going to be always taking care of cooking, cleaning & 
household errands. It wasn't designed for you to be doing 
it all & if you're having a hard time, you're not a failure.

Bees need wildflower pollen
and nectar to stay happy and
healthy so planting sunflowers, a variety of wild-
flowers, is a fun and easy way to help the bees.





Happy Birthday!

June 1: Noelle Bunten

June 1: Dean Lovig

June 2: Sheldon Tarapaski

June 4: Megan Clarke

June 9: Darryl Fowler

June 9: Betty Harrison

June 10: Kyle Yakimowich

June 11: Hank Paranych

June 12: Adrian Bouchier

June 12: Tamara Cannan

June 12: Stephanie Nott

June 13: Aaron Cannan

June 13: Chris Nott

June 14: Dale Cates

June 15: Dennis Baker

June 16: Victoria Paranych

June 18: Dwayne Sangster

June 25: Doug Foyster

June 27: Kerri Dmytriw

June 29: Lacey Tillotson

Happy Anniversary!

June 30: Lisa & Kelly Anderson

Hey Kids!
 Are you an artist,
 writer, inventor,

or all around creative kid?
The Informer wants to hear from you!

Email your submissions or your

creations to be featured in future issues!

innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

One minute you are young and
cool, maybe even a little danger-
ous, and the next minute you’re
reading amazon reviews for birdseed.



Here’s What’s Happening!
June 1: Village of Innisfree Library Board Meeting
June 6-12: Seniors’ Week
June 8: Celebration of Seniors connect 
June 8: Seniors Week Appreciation, Coffee Connections:
       Mannville @ 9:30 and Innisfree @ 1:00
June 9: Innisfree Kindergarten AGM, 7:30 pm
June 14: Innisfree Senior Citizens Meeting
June 15: Village of Innisfree Large item pick-up day
June 18: Innisfree Fish & Game Fishing Derby, Trout Pond
June 21: Village Council Meeting 
June 22: Village of Innisfree Open House in the Museum 
June 23: Ranfurly Senior Citizens Supper and Meeting
July 1: Canada Day Celebrations: Tea Party in the Museum, 
      Pizza, and watch for more information in social media

Please send your event info (name, date, location) by
June 25 to be included in the July Calendar of Events

EVENTS CALENDAR

Submissions for the Outdoor Corner are welcome.
Hunting, fishing and outdoor stories, facts or jokes!
Email: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

Fun Fact: People say “bless you” when you sneeze because this was often the first sign of plague in medieval times



Fun Fact: We are lucky that fingerprints are so unique in every individual – otherwise forensic science and security identifica-
tion devices would have to focus on tongues instead, because like fingerprints, everybody’s tongue print looks different.





May 17, 2022 Village of Innisfree
Regular Council Meeting Highlights

Mayor and Council met on May 17th, 2022, for a Regular Council 
meeting.
Policies/Bylaws:
• Council approved final Reading to Traffic Bylaw 670-22.
• Council approved Repeal Bylaw 672-22 to repeal obsolete EMA 
Bylaw 647-20
New Business:
• Council approved the Action Plan and directed Administration to 
send a letter to the Minister of Municipal Affairs, on or before June 
1, with the approved Action Plan, the 10-30 Year Infrastructure/
Capital Plan and 2022 Strategic Plan to ensure compliance with 
Ministerial Order MSL:095/18.
• Council endorsed the 2022 Operating Budget & 2023-2027 Budget 
Forecasts, with Revenues of $607,307 and Expenditures of $879,152.
• Council approved the 2022 Capital Budget, 10 to 30 Year Infra-
structure/Capital Plan and the 5-year Capital 
• Council approved the Reserve Bids for the following five properties 
for a Public Auction on July 26, 2022, at 5:00 PM:

• Council endorsed a motion to approve the 2023 Mannville Landfill 
Station Reclamation Project, per the County of Minburn No. 27 
request, with the understanding that the County of Minburn No. 27 
will commit to the Re-Payment Plan Agreement, projected over an 
estimated 10-Year Period. 
• Council approved an Offer to Purchase in the amount of $1,000 
(GST Excluded), for the Grey Sided Storage Building located behind 
the Public Works Shop. 
• Council directed Administration to send a letter to the Innisfree 
Delnorte School Sustainability Committee and Buffalo Trail School 
Division in support of the proposed Woodworking Program and 
collaboration of facility use. 
• Council endorsed a motion to schedule an Annual Public Meet-
ing/Open House on June 22, 2022, from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM at the 
Innisfree Prairie Bank of Commerce Museum
• Council proclaimed June 8, 2022, as Ocean’s Day 2022.
• Council proclaimed June 6-12, 2022, as Seniors Week.
• Council authorized Administration to purchase a 2011 Yamaha 
Adventure with Powered Tilt Cargo Box at a cost of $5,200 (GST 
Excluded) from Golf Cart People (Edmonton, AB) pursuant to MSI 
Capital Application CAP-14018. 

May 24, 2022, Village of Innisfree
Special Council Meeting Highlights

• Council passed 2022 Tax Mill Rate Bylaw 675-22.
• Council directed Administration to sign the Alberta Municipali-
ties Energy Procurement – Group Buying Form for the Village of 
Innisfree, with 0% Green Power.
• Council authorized a donation to the Innisfree Delnorte School 
Financial Society in the amount of $75.
The Council Agenda, approved Policies and Draft Minutes can be 
found at: www.innisfree.ca 
The Next Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for
June 21, 2022, at 5:00 P.M.





News from the Innisfree Delnorte School Sustainability Committee 
  The Innisfree Delnorte School Sustainability committee was very pleased 
with the support you showed by attending the presentation from the Prairie 
Principal, Mr. Kevin Van Lagen from Altario and Consort Schools. It was 
encouraging to hear how a change in learning supported by the community 
took a struggling school facing closure and has helped it flourish and the 
community grow in a few short years. This is what the sustainability com-
mittee is looking to do by partnering with Parents, Teachers, Community 
groups, BTPS, and the Village of Innisfree.  Altario has become a school 
focused on project-based learning largely with an agricultural focus. This 
doesn’t need to be what Innisfree does but could be.
   In March, we surveyed the parents of current students and in April the 
students themselves. While agriculture studies did interest some parents 
and students’, other areas were of more interest. The sustainability commit-
tee has determined that the first area to pursue is Carpentry and Wood-
working as identified by parents and students. We have plans coming to-
gether for this in the fall. Other areas of studies could include, culinary arts, 
computer programming and coding and robotics.  While surveying parents 
we also asked about some of the positive and negative items in our school. 
Triple grading was discussed in several responses and is viewed as a nega-
tive thing. The Prairie Principal spoke about how triple grades are a posi-
tive thing in Altario and if given the choice he would triple grade his school 
in Consort. He feels that it allows the teachers the opportunity to teach to 
the student where the student is at rather than to a grade level determined 
by age not level of comprehension.
   We, along with our Principal, plan to meet with the Board of BPTS in 
June and discuss what this new model may look like. We hope to get their 
support and start in September. The sustainability committee was devel-
oped to take a proactive look at how to ensure our school remains a vibrant 
part of our community for many years to come.  There are some rumors in 
the community we would like to address.
 1. BPTS has not indicated a closure of Innisfree Delnorte School 
now or in the near future. This committee was formed by parents and com-
munity members with children in the school or on the way to school.
 2. The sustainability committee currently plans to take nothing 
away from core classes.
 3. The sustainability committee has no plan to turn our school into 
an Agriculture Intense school like Altario has. We feel they are in a differ-
ent area, with a different land base and landscape. Our students and parents 
have not indicated Agricultural studies as part of their top 5 wishes.
   We as a committee see a bright and vibrant future for students in Innis-
free, however want to ensure opportunity for our students in Innisfree rath-
er than have them decide to leave Innisfree and attend school elsewhere.
   We invite any questions or concerns to be directed to committee mem-
bers: Lisa Anderson, Krystin Cannan, Bobbie Bouchier, Evan Raycraft, 
Derek Saskiw

A teacher asked her students to use the word "beans" in a sentence.

"My father grows beans," said one girl. "My mother cooks beans,"

said a boy. A third student spoke up, "We are all human beans."



Thank you from Councillor Evan Raycraft
  Hello Fellow Residents of Innisfree, I wanted to thank all 
those who supported me and voted me onto council. I have 
the privilege of serving on several different boards including 
Parent Council, Innisfree School Sustainability Committee, 
Joint Landfill and the Museum board. I wanted to provide 
an update of some items Council has been working on over 
the past few months.

   1. Budget and Tax Mill Rate, the budget is set for the up-
coming year and we expect to operate with a small surplus. 
Expect your tax assessment to arrive in June, council was 
able to reduce the Tax Mill Rate on your upcoming tax as-
sessments. Minimum Tax will remain for properties with 
low assessed value but if your homes assessed value re-
mained unchanged you will see a decrease in your property 
taxes.  

   2. I am excited to welcome a new business to our com-
munity and council approved a surveillance suit for the new 
owners to help facilitate this business entering the down-
town.

   3. Council has approved a paired down version of the 
originally presented Traffic Control Bylaw. Changes are 
minimal however you will see some updated signage coming 
soon including a driver feed-back sign south of the school.

4. Council has approved the sale of 5 properties by auction 
on July 26th at 5:00pm more information is available in 
the Village office. The village also has other vacant lots and 
property for sale. Please inquire with Brooke, our CEO.

   I hope to see you at the Annual Public Meeting on June 
22nd from 6:00-8:00 at the Museum. Council plans to BBQ 
for you and I look forward to hearing concerns from our cit-
izens. Administration is also planning festivities for Canada 
Day. Please follow the Village Facebook page or watch for 
posters with more information.

   Please reach out with any questions, concerns or 
comments.
   Evan Raycraft (780) 208-0975

Kids helpline # 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Helpline # 1-877-303-2642

There was an elderly couple who in their old age noticed that they were getting a lot more forgetful, so 
they decided to go to the doctor. The doctor told them that they should start writing things down so they 
don't forget. They went home and the old lady told her husband to get her a bowl of ice cream. "You 
might want to write it down," she said. The husband said, "No, I can remember that you want a bowl of ice 
cream." She then told her husband she wanted a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream. "Write it down," 
she told him, and again he said, "No, no, I can remember: you want a bowl of ice cream with whipped 
cream." Then the old lady said she wants a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream and a cherry on top. 
"Write it down," she told her husband and again he said, "No, I got it. You want a bowl of ice cream with 
whipped cream and a cherry on top." So he goes to get the ice cream and spends an unusually long time 
in the kitchen, over 30 minutes. He comes out to his wife and hands her a plate of eggs and bacon. The old 
wife stares at the plate for a moment, then looks at her husband and asks, "Where's the toast?"



Make your favourite pot of soup or casserole or 
maybe a salad. Then make these delicious little buns
to go with it! And they are Gluten free as well!

EASY BRAZILIAN CHEESE BREAD
The recipe as presented is fairly basic. Feel free to 
dress it up a bit with herbs or spices of your choice. 
INGREDIENTS:
1 large egg, room temperature
1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil
2/3 cup milk
1 1/2 cups (170 grams) tapioca flour
1/2 cup (packed, about 66 grams) grated cheese*
1 teaspoon salt (or more to taste)
DIRECTIONS:
-Preheat oven to 400°F. Spread a small amount olive 
oil around the insides of each well of a mini-muffin 
tin.
-Blend ingredients: Put all of the ingredients into a 
blender and pulse until smooth. You may need to use 
a spatula to scrape down the sides of the blender so 
that everything gets blended well. At this point you 
can store the batter in the refrigerator for up to a 
week.
-Pour batter into prepared mini-muffin tin, not quite 
to the top; leave about 1/8 inch from the top.
-Bake at 400°F in the oven for 15-20 minutes, until all 
puffy and nicely browned. Remove from oven and let 
cool on a rack for a few minutes.
-Eat while warm or save to reheat later.
-Note that Brazilian cheese bread is very chewy, a lot 
like Japanese mochi.
*We get good results with feta cheese (no need to 
grate), or fresh farmer's cheese. If using fresh farmer's 
cheese, you may want to add another 1/2 teaspoon of 
salt.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



He was gripping about the high taxes, 
but they have a manicured lawn as well 
as flower beds and fruit trees, looks 
pretty upscale compared to the slough 
surrounding our abode.
   She can’t decide which corner to put 
the chesterfield in, I told her it’s a nest, 
there are no corners, she burst into tears 
crowing that I never appreciate the effort 
she puts into making our house a ‘home.’
   When she pressed if we should get 
bunk beds or build each egg its own 
room, I fluffed my feathers and remind-
ed her they would only be with us for a 
mere 4 weeks and then they’d be moving 
out. These words no longer left my beak 
when she burst into tears, apparently I 
have already sent the kids off to college 
before the first diaper change. I was just 
trying to keep things ‘real’ for her.
   She threw it back into my face that 
once they leave, I won’t let them back, 
well of course not, after taking care of 
them for 30 days they should be ready 
to go out and take on the world, not 
scrounge off Dear Old Dad.
   Tonight, she got on my case because 
the dish washer seems to be clogged with 
worm casting and some clay mud. I told 
her I’d get on it in the morning and she 
just flew off saying she was going home 
to her mother.
   Maybe I can round up a few guys for a 
game of poker? That’s what I need,
      a few laughs,
       some high
       quality
       whiskey, a
       cigar and all
       will be right
       my world
       tomorrow!”
       If you enjoy
       a weekly 
dose of Farm Wife humour please check out 
my blog at: https:\\farmwifediary.blog

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE
Starting @ $5.00 Please email for rates.

Discounted rates for in-area non profit groups.
innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

cantankerous than usual but this year it 
has become a real contestant between 
Farmer Hubby and these black and white 
menaces!
   About a month ago with the finesse of 
a primed firefighter charging up a lad-
der to rescue someone from a burning 
inferno, Farmer Hubby scaled a ladder 
into the prickly branches of an evergreen 
tree on our front lawn; specially rede-
signed rake in hand to destroy the very 
first nest of the year.  I of course, being 
only an apprentice was the one steadying 
the base of the ladder, thankfully I have 
learned stand with a hoodie protecting 
my head and neck from the onslaught of 
flying branches!  He certainly gets a huge 
amount of satisfaction from this destruc-
tive behaviour.
   Brushing his hands together in a sign 
of success he happily carried the ladder 
back to its place of honour in his shop.
   However, the magpies had no inten-
tion of being bested that easily.  After 
careful selection they chose a less bushy 
and perhaps not as sturdy tree to rebuild 
in.  Logically, using a magpie’s manner 
of thinking, they chose a tree directly in 
view of all our west facing windows, so 
we could watch their magnificent recon-
struction placing it in full view.
Gauntlet thrown down Farmer Hubby 
gave them a few days to carry the pieces 
of their broken home to its new loca-
tion.  Then with fierce determination 
he placed his trusty ladder against the 
new location and the sticks came raining 
down once more.  Learning from his 
last mistake we cleaned up every stick 
and twig.  With less satisfaction than 
before, Farmer Hubby shook his fist at 

Thank you to the Village of Innisfree and the Minburn Agricultural Society for their help and support of the Innisfree Informer.

Thank you to the community for their encouragement, kind words, and submissions.

June 25, 2022 is the July Informer deadline for submissions. Email to: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com or text 780-632-1585

the offenders and threatening them with 
further action if they continued with 
their project.
   Fast forward to the next morning, I’m 
pretty sure you know where this is go-
ing!  What is that saying, ‘the definition 
of craziness is repeating the same action 
expecting a different outcome”, well let’s 
just say the nest came down twice more 
and has been rebuilt for the third time!  
I suggested he wait until they have laid 
their eggs and then he can attempt it 
again!
   Not to be outdone the crows have been 
busy constructing their own piece of 
paradise across the fence on the neigh-
bours.  One night I saw one sitting in the 
branches of the tree and is the result is 
the story below.
   While I was doing dishes tonight, I 
was watching a pair of crows who have 
been busily building a nest in a tree on 
the neighbor’s side of the fence. One flew 
up into the highest branch and just sat 
there; I determined in my mind it was 
the male and as he balanced himself, I 
began sharing his thoughts with Farmer 
Hubby in the form of a soliloquy.
   “Get married, build a nest, lay a few 
eggs, it will be great, that’s what all the 
guys said. Well, I’ve dived into matrimo-
ny only to discover there’s much more to 
it then anyone shared with me.
   I never bring the correct/right sized 
twigs, they are either too short, too long, 
too thin or too thick. I’m not sure where 
she thinks I go to find these things? 
There is no Crow Home Depot around 
the corner. I pick and carry until my 
beak hurts and she’s never happy.
   She keeps nattering at me that her 
‘mother’ told her a well-built nest should 
be good for two solid years, I say throw 
one together and relocate next year. In 
fact, I have noticed our magpie neigh-
bors live in a swanky gated community. 

Man verses Magpie...  by Deb Barber
   I am not certain 
if it is due to being 
semi retired (if a 
farmer ever re-
ally retires) or if the 
magpies are more 

I just got excited about a new scent of dish soap.
Nobody warned me that adulthood was going

to be such a no-stop thrill ride.


