
Deb's Message in a Minute
   It is time to turn the calendar over to February. 
January held a wide range of weather, different 
than I have ever seen. February is favorite month 
for me. The days are longer, and it is the short 
month moving onto March, and spring.
  Valentines’ Day is reminder to express love to 
our dearest. And then next thing we know it is 
Family Day. I hope we will be free to spend some 
time with family. 
   The weather has made it possible to make ice in 
the skating rink. I hope many have been able to 
find their skates and hit the ice! Not literally, but 
with their skates only! 
   There will be a By-Election to fill a Village 
council vacancy on Feb. 7, 2022. Village residents 
of 6 months or more, please cast your vote at the 
Village office Feb. 7th.
   Peggy Toney Horton said, Each new year, we 
have before us a brand-new book containing 365 
blank pages. Let us fill them with all the forgotten 
things from last year-the words we forgot to say, 
the love we forgot to show, and the charity we 
forgot to offer. I think this will fill the pages with 
happiness and peace beyond we have not seen for 
a very long time.  How are you filling your pages?
   Check for updates as they are posted on the 
Village web site, www.innisfree.ca and Facebook 
page, Village of Innisfree. See also Mannville-
Minburn-Innisfree FCSS Facebook page for up-
to-date information available.
   Respectfully submitted by Deb McMann
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Fun Fact: You aren't stuck in traffic; You are traffic

Innisfree-Minburn 4-H Beef Club Report
Submitted by Madeline Nott, Club Reporter

  We had our monthly meeting on January 12 at Minburn 
Curling Rink.   We had a public speaking workshop before 
our meeting.  Ms. Deanna Jackson, gave us some great 
tips and ideas of how public speaking can be presented.  
  We have our public speaking competition set for Feb 
18 at Minburn Hall.   We are hoping to have some really 
great speeches this year in person with judges.  We also 
discussed a few different field trips to go on as a club.  
Hoping to go to Quarter Cuts to see their great facility and 
learn a whole different area of beef. 
  We have some great judging competitions coming up, 
at Lakeland College that a few members are hoping to 
participate in.
Next meeting is scheduled for February 9, 2022 in Innis-
free

Bradley McLaughlin thanking Deanna Jackson for giving us 
a great public speaking workshop

Two little boys were at a wedding when one of 
them leaned over to the other and asked, "How 

many wives can a man have?" His friend
answered, "Sixteen... four better, four worse, 

four richer, and four poorer."

I don't know who needs to hear this but rest is 
not a reward. You don't have to earn rest. You 
need rest. You deserve rest. You are worthy of 

rest simply because you are  a living being. And 
don't ever feel guilty for taking time to rest.

-Eso, @coolurbanhippie



Council Meeting Highlights - January 18, 2022
Mayor and Council met on January 18, 2022, for the 
Regular Council meeting.
The Council Agenda, approved Policies and Draft Min-
utes can be found at: www.innisfree.ca 
Council discussed numerous items, which included: 
Policies/Bylaws:
• Traffic Bylaw 670-22 – Council provided Frist Reading 
to Traffic Bylaw 670-22
• Policy 1900-15 – Cost of Living Allowance – Council 
approved COLA Policy 1900-15
New Business:
• Donations to the Innisfree Prairie Bank of Com-
merce Historical Society – Council approved the per-
manent donation of two Royal Canadian Legion Com-
memorations.
• Rural Municipalities Association – Council endorsed 
the membership of the Village to the RMA for 2022.
• Overdue Write-off Accounts Receivable – Council 
approved the write-off of several inactive/unrecoverable 
accounts.
• Rural Alberta Adolescent Vaccine Access – Council 
approved the Mayor to send a letter to the Premier and 
other provincial delegates expressing concerns for the 
access to adolescent vaccines in rural Alberta communi-
ties.
The meeting was then adjourned. 



Here’s What’s Happening!
Feb 2: Village of Innisfree Library Board Meeting
Feb 7: Village of Innisfree By-Election
Feb 9: Coffee Connections, Mannville 10 am, Innisfree 1 pm 
Feb 14: Valentines Day 
Feb 15: Village Council Meeting
Feb 16, 17, 18: Endeavour To Be Different Take Home Project Pick Up Dates
Feb 21: Family Day 
Feb 21: Friends of Innisfree Library Meeting
Feb 22: Innisfree School Council
Feb 24: Ranfurly Senior Citizens Potluck Supper and Meeting

Please send your event info (name, date, location) by
Feb 25 to be included in the March Calendar of Events

EVENTS CALENDAR

Submissions for the Outdoor Corner are welcome.
Hunting, fishing and outdoor stories, facts or jokes!
Email: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

Fun Fact: A bolt of lightning is six times hotter than the surface of the sun.

"What's 
Cupid's 
favorite 
band?" 
"Kiss!"

"What 
do you 
call two 
birds in 
love?" 

"Tweet-
hearts!"

"What 
did the 
stamp 
say to 

the 
envelope 
on Valen-

tine’s 
Day?" 
"I’m 

stuck on 
you!"



BREAKING NEWS!
A truck carrying toupees crashed on the

highway, scattering it's cargo.
Police are combing the area.

Hey Kids!
 Are you an artist,
 writer, inventor,

or all around creative kid?
The Informer wants to hear from you!

Email your submissions or your

creations to be featured in future issues!

innisfreeinformer@gmail.com



Happy Birthday!

Feb 4: Thelma Rogers

Feb 6: Leanne Fleming

Feb 6: Naomi Foyster-Melnyk

Feb 7: Shirley Hennig

Feb 8: Howard Ferguson

Feb 9: Laynee Chomik

Feb 10: Madison Nott

Feb 10: Linda Whitten

Feb 11: Austin Dobler

Feb 12: Matthew Melnyk

Feb 13: Glenis Ferguson

Feb 13: Audrey Weder

Feb 15: Carla Meikle

Feb 17: Crystel Belcourt

Feb 17: Leah Bergman

Feb 17: Stevie Cannan

Feb 18: Gayle Foyster

Feb 19: Debbie McMann

Feb 19: Tim Tillotson

Feb 21: Larry Rudolf

Feb 22: Colten Bouchier

Feb 23: Braden Bruce

Feb 23: Gruff Gushnowski

Feb 25: Leanne Hlus

Feb 25: Daniel Mercer

Feb 25: Robert Nott

Feb 26: Lil Carter

Feb 26: Courtney Jackson

Feb 26: Ava Nott

Feb 26: Jeff Nott

Feb 28: Kayla Poitras

Happy Anniversary!

Feb 11: Vanessa & Mike Fundytus

Kids helpline # 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Helpline # 1-877-303-2642



Library News
  The Winter Reading Program is back! For the months of January 
and February, keep track of what you read and submit your hours 
to the Library by Friday, March 4 at 3pm. Reading logs are avail-
able at the library. We have Walmart gift cards for our patrons, 
and Northern Lights has tablets and other prizes to be won system 
wide.
  Our Valentine’s Day Raffle Basket tickets are on sale now! Tickets 
are $2.00 each and will be available to purchase at both the Library 
and Innisfree Village Office. This basket is filled with lots of good-
ies for you to take home! Draw to take place on February 11 at the 
Library.
  We will be holding our Book Sale throughout the months of Feb-
ruary and March. During our opening hours, stop by to see what 
there is for you to take home and enjoy! All genres of Books, DVDs, 
CDs and more are available. Items are for sale by donation and 
everything must go!
  All proceeds from the book sale and raffle basket will go towards 
future Library Programming. We thank you for your continued gen-
erosity and the support of our Library. 
  Our January Early Literacy Program Bags are available for pickup! 
January’s theme is Toques and February will be Leprechauns. This 
free kit contains fun numeracy and literacy activities, gross and 
motor skill games, as well as craft and snack suggestions. There is a 
limited supply of these bags each month, so be sure to grab yours 
early so you don’t miss out!  
Marilyn Newton, Library Manager
780-592-2122, librarian@innisfreelibrary.ca

FEBRUARY 22, 2022 (2/22/22) 
FALLS ON A TUESDAY, SO WE'LL

BE ABLE TO CALL IT 2'S DAY!



News from the Innisfree Walking Club
  Well the Innisfree Walking Club is still going round and 
round and still talking recipes. We thought for Febru-
ary a good hearty soup would go down well. We chose 
Hamburger Soup as we know so many of you have 
made or eaten some form of this for years. Ours came 
from our friend Lil Carter so hope you enjoy it! 
  Then in honour of Valentines Day we have included a 
sweet treat of  No Bake Chocolate Square! This is one I 
remember eating as a kid (a very long time ago!)
Both of these recipes can be made GLUTEN FREE by a 
simple substitution in each.
  Remember we would love to have your old recipes you 
still use or recipes from a loved one that was passed to 
you. You can email them to me:
gaylefoyster@gmail.com

Hamburger Soup
Ingredients:
1 lb Ground Beef
1 Onion, chopped     
1 – 28 oz can tomatoes*
2 cups water* 
1 can tomato soup*
Sprinkle of parsley        
4 carrots, chopped
3 stalks celery, chopped
8 tbsp pearl barley
½ tsp thyme
1 bay leaf
3 cans consommé soup or 2 beef bouillon cubes 
in 2 cups hot water (or use your own beef stock)
Salt and pepper to taste

*Note: Canned tomatoes/water and tomato soup can be sub-
stituted with approx 5 to 6 cups of your own tomato sauce

Directions:
-Brown meat and onions. Drain well.
-Combine all ingredients in a large pot. Cook at least 2 
hours or use crock pot and cook 8 hours. Freezes well.
-This recipe can be made Gluten Free by using rice in 
place of Barley.

I DON'T NEED A MOOD RING.
I HAVE A FACE.

Chocolate Square
Ingredients:
3 cups graham wafer crumbs
¾ cup chopped walnuts
½ cup melted butter
1 egg, beaten
½ cup sugar
2 heaped tbsp cocoa powder
1 tsp vanilla

Directions:
-In top of double boiler mix butter, sugar, egg, cocoa pow-
der and vanilla. Cook for a few mins.
-In bowl mix crumbs with chopped nuts. 
-Add liquid to dry. Mix well and pat into 8 x 8 or 9 x 9 pan. 
-Refrigerate then ice with chocolate icing.
-This recipe can be made Gluten Free by using gluten free 
graham wafer crumbs!



BUSINESS DIRECTORY



ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE
Starting @ $5.00 Please email for rates.

Discounted rates for in-area non profit groups.
innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

I have an item of concern I wish to 
bring to your attention.  I believe 
that perhaps, you have the months of 
the year that begin with the letter “J” 
confused.  You see January should be 
the month of blistering winds, freez-
ing temperatures and never-ending 
snow and July should be the month 
of fair weather, sunshine and rain.  
For some reason there seems to be a 
glitch in your weather system and for 
several years now we have been hav-
ing our July rainfall come in January.  
We would never wish to assume that 
we know better than you, however, 
logically it seems as though rain in 
January is a waste as it turns into ice 
which results in a lot of extra work, 
accidents and stress on the already 
stressed animals as well as the hu-
mans!
 
If I could use something as a bargain-
ing chip, could I please bring to your 
notice that Farmer Hubby has been 
faithfully feeding your birds, put-
ting out piles of canola and black oil 

Thank you to the Village of Innisfree and the Minburn Agricultural Society for their help and support of the Innisfree Informer.

Thank you to the community for their encouragement, kind words, and submissions.

Feb 25, 2022 is the March Informer deadline for submissions. Email to: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com or text 780-632-1585

sunflower seed and if you could take 
a moment to look in on our back-
yard you will see that at any given 
time over a 100 or so at the piles 
and feeders happily indulging in a 
hearty meal.  There is an assortment 
of Blue Jays, Chickadees, Pine Siskin, 
Grosbeak, two woodpeckers and four 
Grouse!  If that alone doesn’t prove 
his dedication to all the feathered 
creatures, he also goes out daily to 
remove the snow from the deck and 
railing so their little feet are not as 
cold standing in the fluffy snow that 
accumulates there.
 
He doesn’t want the deer to feel left 
out so during the coldest spell so he 
has been enthusiastic in putting out 
piles of oats so that they could have 
a sufficient food source to keep their 
internal temperatures up.
 
Not wanting the horses, who are too 
stubborn to take refuge in the reno-
vated horse shed, to suffer he has 
used the tractor to cart round bales 
of straw down into the pasture for 
them to snuggle into when the winter 
winds have been howling.  As well 
each day he determines the direction 
of the airstream to feed them in the 
most sheltered areas possible.

Alas I cannot report that on occasion 
he hasn’t cursed the wind, rain, snow 
and temperatures, but he is after all 
a simple Farmer, and we all know 
that they are only happy when they 
have something to be unhappy about 
and feel compelled to share that with 
anyone in the vicinity!
 
After presenting you with this hum-
ble account of our attempts to take 
care of all your creatures great and 
small we would ask that you would 
consider arranging the rain to come 
in another “J” month and if July 
holds no favor with you, would you 
please then contemplate the month 
of June?
 
Thank you,
The Farmer’s Wife

If you enjoy a weekly dose of Farm Wife 
humour please check out my blog at
https:\\farmwifediary.blog

Appealing to Mother Nature...  by Deb Barber

Dear Mother 
Nature:
If I could please 
just bend your 
ear for a moment 

Hamburger Helper only works if the hamburger

is ready to accept that it needs help.


