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Deb's Message in a Minute
   2021 is now a memory! The New Year looks like a carpet of snow, 
clean and unmarked by the events of the world. Now as we move 
forward, will you be breaking trail as you enter the New Year, or will 
you be making Snow Angels? 
   It is beginning to look a lot like Christmas! The Christmas decora-
tions are going up and I enjoy seeing what people are doing with 
their yards. Good work everyone.
   I wish to thank the Village People for the lovely Christmas light 
and decorations around town. The Christmas spirit was all around 
the Village. 
   The weather has made it possible to make ice in the curling rink 
and the skating rink. I believe the schedule for the Skating rink is 
here in the Informer.
   There will be a Bylaw election to fill a council vacancy on Feb. 7, 
2022. Nomination papers must be submitted by noon Jan. 10, 2022.
   As we move into the New Year, Peggy Toney Horton said, Each 
new year, we have before us a brand-new book containing 365 blank 
pages. Let us fill them with all the forgotten things from last year-the 
words we forgot to say, the love we forgot to show, and the charity 
we forgot to offer. I think this will fill the pages with happiness and 
peace beyond we have not seen for a very ling time.
   Check for updates as they are posted on the Village web site,
www.innisfree.ca and Facebook page, Village of Innisfree.
And see also Mannville-Minburn-Innisfree FCSS Facebook page for 
up-to-date information available.
   Respectfully submitted by Deb McMann

  PLEASE!  SLOW DOWN WHEN PASSING
  OUR SCHOOL
  Per Alberta.ca: When you approach a school or 
  play-ground sign, with a maximum speed posted
  with it, you are entering a school and/or play-
  ground zone. You must not exceed the posted
	 	 speed	when	the	zone	is	in	effect.
The speed limit for both urban and rural school zones and playground 
zones is 30 km/h unless otherwise posted.
While	school	zone	limits	are	in	effect	on	school	days	only,	the	entire stretch 
of road past the Delnorte School is also a playground zone. Playground 
speed	restrictions	are	in	effect	EVERY	DAY	from	8:30	am	to	1	hour	after	
sunset.
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New Day's Lyric
A Poem by Amanda Gorman

May this be the day
We come together.
Mourning, we come to mend,
Withered, we come to weather,
Torn, we come to tend,
Battered,	we	come	to	better.
Tethered	by	this	year	of	yearning,
We are learning
That	though	we	weren’t	ready	for	this,
We have been readied by it.
We	steadily	vow	that	no	matter
How we are weighed down,
We	must	always	pave	a	way	forward.
This hope is our door, our portal.
Even	if	we	never	get	back	to	normal,
Someday we can venture beyond it,
To	leave	the	known	and	take	the	first	steps.
So let us not return to what was normal,
But reach toward what is next.
What was cursed, we will cure.
What was plagued, we will prove pure.
Where we tend to argue, we will try to agree,
Those	fortunes	we	forswore,	now	the	future	we	foresee,
Where	we	weren’t	aware,	we’re	now	awake;
Those moments we missed
Are	now	these	moments	we	make,
The moments we meet,
And our hearts, once all together beaten,
Now all together beat.
Come,	look	up	with	kindness	yet,
For	even	solace	can	be	sourced	from	sorrow.
We	remember,	not	just	for	the	sake	of	yesterday,
But	to	take	on	tomorrow.
We heed this old spirit,
In a new day’s lyric,
In our hearts, we hear it:
For auld lang syne, my dear,
For auld lang syne.
Be bold, sang Time this year,
Be bold, sang Time,
For when you honor yesterday,
Tomorrow	ye	will	find.
Know	what	we’ve	fought
Need	not	be	forgot	nor	for	none.
It	defines	us,	binds	us	as	one,
Come over, join this day just begun.
For wherever we come together,
We	will	forever	overcome.



Fun Fact: People spend an average 22 years of their life asleep.

Innisfree-Minburn 4-H Beef Club Report
Submitted by Madeline Nott, Club Reporter

   We had our monthly meeting on December 8 at Innisfree Mil-
lennium Building.  We discussed our annual Christmas party and 
decided to go bowling to Vermilion on Dec 21.
   We planned our public speaking for Feb 18, 2022 in Minburn, 
hoping to have in-person as long as current restrictions are in 
place.
   Our next meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2022 in Minburn.



Why did the cow jump over the moon?
The farmer had cold hands.

Council Meeting Highlights - December 14, 2022
Bylaws/Policies (available on the village website: www.innisfree.ca)
 a. Chief Administrative Bylaw #670-21 – CAO Bylaw 670-21 
rescinds CAO Bylaw 634-18. The Bylaw provides clarity regarding the 
Administrative role in the Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000, c-M-
26, Part 6 -. “Municipal Organizations & Administration;” Part 8 “Finan-
cial Administration;” Part 10 “Taxation,” and Part 13 “Liability of Munici-
palities, Enforcement of Municipal Law and Other Legal Matters.” The 
Bylaw purpose was to provide a detailed CAO Bylaw that would clarify 
the role of the CAO.
 b. Traffic Bylaw Development – Administration continues to 
work on a revised Traffic Bylaw pursuant to Council’s directive from the 
November 16th, 2021, Council meeting. Administration provided a Traf-
fic Control Devices map, Truck Route and Dangerous Goods Route for 
Council review and endorsement for the development of the new Traffic 
Bylaw. Traffic Bylaw 671-21 will be on the January 18th, 2022 Regular 
Council meeting agenda.
 c. Policies Updates – the following policies were updated to ad-
dress specific issues regarding the probationary period of new employees:
• Policy 1900-01A Employee Job Description – Public Works Foreman
• Policy 1900-03 – Probationary Policy
• Policy 3900-02 – Work Boots Safety Policy
Tax Recovery Costs – Council approved the transfer of Tax Recovery 
costs totalling $577 to the respective Tax Rolls, pursuant to the Municipal 
Government Act.
COLA Policy – Council approved the development of a Cost of Loving 
Allowance (COLA) utilizing the December Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
and base the annual COLA on the base of 75% of the December CPI rate.
2022 Interim Budget – Pursuant to Section 242 of the Municipal Govern-
ment Act, Council endorsed the Village of Innisfree 2022 Interim Operat-
ing Budget, with Revenues of $ 701,054 and Expenditures of $700,010.
Innisfree/County of Minburn Fire Services Regionalization - Council 
approved the Regionalization of the Village of Innisfree Fire Department 
with the County of Minburn No. 27, under a partial regionalization basis, 
effective January 1, 2022. Administration has been directed to continue 
to consult with the County in regard to the terms of the Regional Agree-
ment.
Municipal Stimulus Program – several projects were approved under 
this grant program:
   • Fire Hall Lighting upgrade - $3,712 (Addresses OH&S & Energy Ef-
ficiency issues)
   • Fire Hall – additional plumbing fixtures - $980 (Addresses Occupa-
tional Health & Safety issues)
   • Fire Hall – Overhead Doors Remediation - $575 – (Addresses Energy 
Efficiency issues)
Village Administration Office – Council endorsed the installation of 
Energy Efficiency lighting in the Village Office at a cost of $1,508 to be 
funded by the 2021 Operating budget.
Innisfree Public Library – Council endorsed the Village of Innisfree 
Public Library proposed Operating Budget with Revenues estimated at 
$38,974 and Expenditures estimated at $49,350 with the budgeted deficit 
being offset by existing Library surplus funds. The Innisfree Public Li-
brary 2022 Operating Library grant is budgeted at $3,500.

So many people need a forehead kiss, a 
hug and grilled cheese cut diagonal.

CAN YOU RELATE?
I	had	a	lot	of	stuff	to	do	today...
Now	I	have	alot	of	stuff	to	do
tomorrow!



Here’s What’s Happening!
Jan	1:	Happy	New	Year
Jan	5:	Village	of	Innisfree	Library	Board	Meeting	
Jan	10:	Innisfree	Agricultural	Society	Annual	Meeting
Jan	12:	FCSS	Coffee	1:00	–	2:30
Jan	18:	Village	Council	Meeting
Jan	27:	Ranfurly	Senior	Citizens	Potluck	Supper	and	Meeting

Please send your event info (name, date, location) by
Jan 25 to be included in the February Calendar of Events

EVENTS CALENDAR

Submissions	for	the	Outdoor	Corner	are	welcome.
Hunting,	fishing	and	outdoor	stories,	facts	or	jokes!
Email:	innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

Fun Fact: Butt is actually a British measuring unit equivalent to 125 US gallons or 105 imperial gallons.

I was going to cook alligator for dinner
but realized I only had a CROC-POT!



Kids helpline # 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Helpline # 1-877-303-2642

I'm not a licensed interior designer 
but	I	just	figured	out	you	can	make	
a	room	look	30%	bigger	if	you	put	
away	the	14	loads	of	laundry	on	the	
floor!	@HonestToddler



Happy Birthday!

Jan 1: Stella Nott

Jan 3: Linda Dobler

Jan 4: Lawrence Sen

Jan 5: Sheila St. Clair

Jan 6: Max Fundytus

Jan 7: Carmen Kassian 

Jan 11: Carson Kassian

Jan 13: Mike Fulkerth

Jan 13: Ashley Wulff

Jan 14: Courtney Cannan

Jan 15: Jennifer Balaneski

Jan 16: Luke Warrilow

Jan 17: Garry Gizowski

Jan 17: Joanna Hlushak

Jan 18: Taya Cannan

Jan 20: Scott Anderson

Jan 20: Mike Nott

Jan 21: Ryan Bouchier

Jan 22: Wendy Fleming

Jan 23: Sam Clarke

Jan 23: Eugene Gnyra

Jan 24: Barry Feschuk

Jan 26: Rosanne Bohaichuk

Jan 27: Kristin Bergman

Jan 27: Darrel Hlus

Jan 31: Lyndon Mansell

Hello fellow residents of Innisfree. My name is Evan Raycraft. I would like to introduce myself to you and let you know that I 
have submitted my paperwork for the upcoming By Election. Sammy, myself and our three boys have lived in Innisfree for the 
past 15 months and have developed a love for this village. We moved to town as renters and purchased our home here in May.
   I have had the privilege of meeting many of you since moving here and look forward to meeting those I have not. If elected I 
feel that I would add a level of professionalism to the council. I am a business manager and am used to working with budgets and 
ensuring that business is profitable.
   I, like many, feel that our tax bill is large in relation to the services that we get for those taxes. I feel that the residents of this 
community need to task the Village council with taking a hard look at how tax dollars are spent. As our population continues to 
dwindle, taxes will continue to increase in order to cover operating costs if nothing is done to encourage population growth or 
reduce operating cost. My understanding is that this village at one time functioned with one administrator and one public works 
employee. Our administration office has now grown to one and a half positions and if not managed, this growth will continue.
   I feel that our school is a very important part of our community and without it we are less attractive to families looking to move 
to the area. I am currently part of the School Council and on the School's Sustainability committee. We are looking for ways to 
ensure the viability of the school including specializing education in Agriculture and Technologies. More information will follow 
as the committee continues its work. I would like to see the Village work with Buffalo Trail Public Schools, School Council and 
other groups to stand behind our school before we see it close as other small schools in the region have. Innisfree Delnorte School 
is now the smallest in the region.
   The third issue I would like to discuss is our cat population. In my opinion, bylaw enforcement has not been carried out well 
and populations of feral cats are now out of control. I have been researching a Trap, Neuter and Return program partnering with 
the Edmonton SPCA or Alberta Animal Rescue Crew Society. This may be a good fit for our community to get this problem 
under control. This program would keep the adult cats that some community members are fond of in the community and would 
keep the population growth at bay. I am a believer that as long as we have community members feeding stray and feral cats, we 
will always have a cat problem, but it is encouraging to think that we could keep the cat population growth down. 
   I am more than willing to discuss any issues if elected. I feel that I will bring professionalism, experience, and deductive reason-
ing to the village council.  I look forward to serving the residents of the community.  Evan Raycraft   780-208-0975

MOST PEOPLE ARE AT THE AGE WHERE 
THEY ARE USING THIER PHONES TO 
DOCUMENT THE GOOD TIMES IN THIER 
LIVES... I AM AT THE AGE WHERE I USE 
MY PHONE TO TAKE PICTURES OF LABELS 
THAT I CAN'T READ AND USE MY PHONE 
TO ENLARGE THE PRINT SO THAT I CAN 
READ IT!

I dream of a day when paper towel makers 
just say how many rolls are in the pack-
age instead of how many hypothetical rolls 
WOULD be in the package if they were 
some OTHER hypothetical size.



The worst part about losing your
glasses is that you don't have your 
glasses to help you find your glasses!



Hey Kids!
 Are you an artist,
 writer, inventor,

or all around creative kid?
The Informer wants to hear

from you! Email your
submissions or your

creations to be featured in

future issues!

innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

News from the Innisfree Walking Club
		Happy	New	Year!	As	the	Innisfree	Walking	Club	goes	round	and 
round	the	hall	each	day	talking,	always	talking,	the	subject	of	food	
and	recipes	will	come	up!	We	often	hear:	remember	when	Mum	
or	Auntie	used	to	make	____	and	we	say	“oh	yes	I	remember	eat-
ing that”…
		We	thought	it	would	be	fun	to	submit	a	recipe	or	two	each	
month	in	the	Informer.	If	you	have	old	recipes	you	still	use	or	
recipes made by a loved one passed on now please consider send-
ing them to us and we will choose each month. Send to my email: 
gaylefoyster@gmail.com
		We	are	starting	off	the	year	with	a	recipe	you	can	use	for	leftover	

turkey	or	chicken	that	my	sister	has	made	for	years.

-2	cups	cut-up	cooked
turkey	or	chicken
-1/4	tsp	seasoning	salt
-1	cup	prepared	stuffing
-1/2	cup	fried	cooking	onions
-1/4	cup	thinly	sliced	green	
onions
-1/2	cup	cooked	green	peas
-1	cup	milk
-2	eggs
-1/2	cup	Bisquick
baking	mix

Heat oven to 400˚
GREASE 9" pie plate
Arrange turkey, peas,
onions and stuffing in the pie 
plate.
Sprinkle with seasoned salt. 
Beat milk and eggs and Bisquick 
till smooth. Pour into pie plate.
Bake until knife in centre comes 
out clean… 30 to 35 mins.
Heat up leftover
gravy and
serve.
ENJOY!

IMPOSSIBLE TURKEY PIE
This is the best dish to make 
with those turkey/stuffing 
leftovers!

PARENTING IS BUYING 4 BANANAS AND WATCHING THEM ALL GET EATEN IN ONE DAY. 
THEN BUYING 8 BANANAS AND WATCHING THEM ROT ON YOUR COUNTER

BECAUSE 'NO ONE LIKES BANANAS'

A vegan said to 
me that people 
who sell meat 
are disgusting.

I said people 
who sell fruits 
and vegetables 
are grocer.



BUSINESS DIRECTORY

I before E
Except	when	your	
foreign	neighbor	
Keith receives 
eight	counterfeit	
beige	sleighs	from	
feisty	caffeinated	
weightlifters.

Weird.



ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE
Starting @ $5.00 Please email for rates.

Discounted rates for in-area non profit groups.
innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

We awoke to yet another ‘extreme cold’ 
warning, like anyone couldn’t figure that 
out for themselves? The weatherman 
seems to take great joy in announcing 
every five minutes that we now have 
exceeded -42 with wind chill, in other 
words don’t let the sun shining fool you 
into thinking we are in anything other 
than a deep, deep freeze right now.
 
Just before Christmas we stopped at the 
UFA store to discover black oil sunflower 
seeds were on sale so we purchased what 
we hoped would be sufficient for the 
remaining winter season, however, the 
little and not so little birds as well as the 
brave surviving squirrel have developed 
voracious appetites and Farmer Hubby 
bundles up daily to replenish their sup-
ply.  He also has been putting out piles 
of ‘old’ oats to feed the little deer and 
as I was wandering around the house 
at 4:30 am this morning I discovered a 
small deer had discovered his mounds of 
canola for the birds under the deck and 
was happily munching on it under the 
watchful eye of Rocky the house cat!
 
Our daily high light has been seeing if 
we can bundle up in sufficient clothes to 
keep warm as we trundle down to feed 
the horses, who are certain they have not 

Thank you to the Village of Innisfree and the Minburn Agricultural Society for their help and support of the Innisfree Informer.

Thank you to the community for their encouragement, kind words, and submissions.

Jan 25, 2022 is the February Informer deadline for submissions. Email to: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com or text 780-632-1585

been feed since last week!  I try to keep 
them warm from the inside out with hot 
mashes and expensive hay bales.  I think 
we should either be allowed to claim 
the birds and critters as dependents on 
our income tax or get a supplementary 
pension for undertaking their care and 
welfare!  Maybe I need to look into a 
grant for that??
 
We have also been building our muscles 
with the almost daily shovelling of the 
snow off the garage pad and decks, one 
would think when it is this cold that it 
would not snow but apparently Mother 
Nature has her own thoughts on how 
to keep us all warm!  The evergreens do 
look spectacular under their heavy cov-
erlets of glistening snow, Farmer Hubby 
is hoping that this blanket will keep 
them warm and safe after his never-end-
ing endeavor to keep them from dying 
all summer during the drought.  I guess 
only time will tell what the survival rate 
will be.
 
So, what is Farmer Hubby up to in order 
to keep himself occupied during this 
weather in forced lock down?  Well, 
he mostly keeps checking the Weather 
Network and follows me around like 
a lost puppy spewing out all the latest 
temperatures worldwide whether they 
be the hottest or coldest regions on the 
planet.  At least he doesn’t quiz me as I 
must confess there are times when I sim-
ply block him out, so he sounds like the 
teacher on the Peanuts Comic strip, you 

know, blah blah blah!  That just seems 
safer than the other option, which I leave 
to your imagination!
 
Thankfully after Christmas it is totally 
legal to start looking at seed catalogues 
and I’m pretty sure it is smart marketing 
on their behalf as they are clever enough 
to still use the expensive glossy paper 
covered in high quality photos which 
every farm wife drools over like their 
hubby’s do over the equipment auction 
notices.  It is done with such strategy 
that we forget our promise to ourselves 
to downsize our garden and that we 
would only plant a ‘few’ flower seeds 
in April and instead we order massive 
amounts to start in February ending up 
with a house overflowing in plants well 
before the post frost date sometime in 
May/June.
 
Praying everyone stays warm, wishing 
you a safe and happy New Years and 
sending out only the absolute best and 
positive wishes for 2022.
Deb and Farmer Hubby

If you enjoy a weekly dose of Farm Wife 
humour please check out my blog at 
https:\\farmwifediary.blog

Happy New Years...  by Deb Barber
Just give me a 
minute to adjust the 
propane heater so 
the keyboard on my 
laptop unthaws….
aw there we go.  

If you wait long enough to cook dinner, everyone

will eat cereal. Follow me for more recipes.


