
Innisfree Informer
The

Innisfree Mayor's Message in a Minute
   Fall days are easy to appreciate as the combining is 
down to the last rounds. The color display from the 
leaves is wonderful, the days have been so pleasant, I 
cannot imagine being anywhere else than Innisfree! 
   I wish to congratulate and welcome Robert Dobler 
and Jennifer Johnson as Councillors for the Village 
of Innisfree. With Robert, Jennifer and myself filing 
our nomination papers and no others, we will not 
be holding an election for the Village council mem-
bers. All positions are filled. There will still be a vote 
for school board trustee and senate candidate, and 
referendum questions. So, get out and vote.
   We are planning a community End of Season 
Garage Sale for the fall on Oct. 9, 2021. Anyone 
interested in participating please call me at 780-592-
2116.
   We also hope our dog owners will be careful to 
pick up after their pets when out for a walk.
   I am sorry that the Covid-19 numbers are raising 
after an open summertime. I would like to encour-
age everyone to be wise about their shopping and 
visits to other public areas. 
   Check for updates as they are posted on the Village 
web site, www.innisfree.ca and Facebook page, Vil-
lage of Innisfree.

Respectfully,
Debbie McMann,
Village of Innisfree Mayor

PLEASE!  SLOW DOWN WHEN PASSING OUR SCHOOL
Per Alberta.ca: When you approach a school or playground sign, with a maximum speed posted with it, you are entering a school and/or 
playground zone. You must not exceed the posted speed when the zone is in effect. The speed limit for both urban and rural school zones 
and playground zones is 30 km/h unless otherwise posted.
While school zone limits are in effect on school days only, the entire stretch of road past the Delnorte School is also a playground zone. 
Playground speed restrictions are in effect EVERY DAY from 8:30 am to 1 hour after sunset.

Delnorte Report!
   Thank you to everyone for all your support to begin the 
school year. We are sure you have noticed that we have had 
an area added at the front of the school that is intended to be 
parking for persons with limited mobility. Please do not park 
in this space so it is available for those who need it when they 
need it. 
   We will be postponing our Cancer Run until October 7. Stay 
tuned for more information and pledge packages that will be 
coming home soon.
   September 30 is the National Day for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion. Buffalo Trail Public Schools has planned a day of learn-
ing for students and staff including keynote speakers Sam 
Demma and Kevin John of They Build Bridges. As well, there 
are breakout sessions throughout the day which will include 
read alouds by guest speakers, ribbon skirt teaching, keynote 
on resiliancy, and information on the calls to action as well 
as opportunities for classes to learn on their own with the 
resources provided.
   We’d like to remind everyone to please call or email if your 
student will be absent from school for any reason.

Rachel Miller, Principal
"Together We Learn and Lead"
Innisfree Delnorte School

October 2021

"and all at once,
summer collapsed into fall"

OSCAR WILDE

Innisfree Seniors News
  Innisfree Seniors have welcomed the change to meet again this sum-
mer. It was at a meeting in July we selected a new president, Robert 
Paterson. Thanks to Ken Whitten and Tom Johnman for their service as 
presidents in the past.
  Also at that time, the Seniors held and organized a BBQ. This was very 
successful and it was great to see our friends and neighbours again.
The morning coffee times were begun again with coffee Monday morn-
ings. But now with the increase in Covid cases and new regulations, the 
Seniors will cease morning coffee until further notice.
  Thanks for your support of your local Innisfree Seniors.



September 21, 2021, Village of Innisfree Regular 
Council Meeting Highlights

   Mayor and Council met on September 21, 2021, for their 
final Regular Council meeting of this Electoral Term.
The Council Agenda can be found at: www.innisfree.ca 
Council discussed numerous items, which included: 
Policies/Bylaws:
• Strategic Framework Policy 1100-07 – Council approved 
the Policy with revisions to add new supporting documents: 
the Strategic Plan & the Municipal Development Plan. 
New Business:
• October Council Meeting Date – Council rescheduled 
the October Organizational and Regular council meetings to 
Tuesday, October 26 at 5 pm.
• Smoking Bylaw – Council rescinded a previous motion 
directing Administration to draft a Smoking Bylaw.
• 2022 ATCO Franchise Fees – Council maintained the ex-
isting ATCO Electric FF at 5% and the Natural Gas FF at 25% 
of Distribution Revenues.
• NWSA – Council approved the 2022 Municipal contribu-
tion to the North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance at $0.50 
per capita.
• National Day of Truth & Reconciliation – Council ac-
knowledged September 30th as the National Day of Truth 
& Reconciliation. Further, that the Village Office and Public 
Works Department will remain open.
• Deputy Director of Emergency Management – Council 
endorsed the appointment of Mr. Dean Lindballe.
• Asphalt Rehabilitation Project – Council approved a quote 
from Spectre Systems quote for three asphalt rehabilitation 
areas, to be funded by Federal Gas Tax Fund Grant and the 
2021 Operating Budget.
The meeting was then adjourned.  

Fun Fact: An apple in the morning will keep you more awake than a cup of coffee.

Caduceus Restored and Reinstalled
  The Innisfree Volunteer Fire Dept. installed the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
Caduceus back to its original location above the front doors. The original caduceus was in 
poor condition and was taken to a historical restoration company. The Innisfree Prairie Bank 
of Commerce Historical Society was pleased to have the Fire Dept. install the caduceus on 
September 22, 2021
  The caduceus is an Egyptian symbol of Mercury, the god of commerce. The caduceus is a rod 
with 2 serpents twisted around is surmounted by 2 small wings. The rod represents power, 
the serpents represent wisdom and the wings diligence and activity.

What do you call a psychic little person who has 
escaped from prison?

A small medium at large



Hey Kids! Are you an artist, writer, inventor, or all around
creative kid? The Informer wants to hear from you!

Email your submissions for your creations
to be featured in future issues!

innisfreeinformer@gmail.com



What is Forrest Gumps email password?
1forrest1

What did the janitor say when he jumped out of the closet?
"Supplies!"







What is 
the

cutest 
season
of the 
year?

Awww-
tumn

Here’s What’s Happening!
Oct 6: Village of Innisfree Library Board Meeting 
Oct 7: Meet your Ward 1 School Board Trustee Candidates,
      7 pm (meeting is online)
Oct 9: End of season Garage sales
Oct 18: Municipal, Senate, and School Board Trustee Election
Oct 26: Innisfree Delnorte School Council Meeting 
Oct 26: Village Council Meeting
Oct 31: Halloween  

Please send your event info (name, date, location) by
Oct 25 to be included in the November Calendar of Events

EVENTS CALENDAR

Submissions for the Outdoor Corner are welcome.
Hunting, fishing and outdoor stories, facts or jokes!
Email: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

Fun Fact: Bruce Lee moved with such speed in fights they had to slow down the movie so people could see his moves.

What do 
you get 
when
you

drop a 
pump-

kin?

Squash



Innisfree Kindergarten News
  Our children have been in the classroom with 
Miss Krys for one month, where did that time 
go!
  This year we have 2 Kindergarteners and 
5 Preschoolers. They are having a lot of fun 
learning and playing. Show and tell has been 
a big hit with some interesting items such as a 
puppy and a gecko to name a couple!
  We are looking forward to a fun school year!
Our Christmas Cash Raffle has started and we 
are thankful for all the support.

Happy Birthday!

Oct 3: Charlotte Smith

Oct 4: Ken Parasynchuk

Oct 4: Dylan Fowler

Oct 5: Donna MacNeil

Oct 8: Lorraine Fowler

Oct 13: Amberlyn Myshaniuk

Oct 14: Tyson Rudolf

Oct 17: Justin Fleming 

Oct 18: Jennifer Sicklesteel

Oct 19: Brandy Roland

Oct 20: Fay Jackson

Oct 22: Cameron Kuzio

Oct 22: Robert Weder – 98 years young!

Oct 23: Mariyon Sen

Oct 31: Karen Anderson

Oct 31: Iris Milburn

Oct 31: Tracy Rudolf

 

Happy Anniversary!

Oct 29: Jennifer & Eliza Johnson

Kids helpline # 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Helpline # 1-877-303-2642

Library Basket Draw
  Don’t forget to get your 
raffle ticket for the Thanks-
giving Basket.
  It is in support of the Village 
of Innisfree Library’s Early 
Literature Programming. 
Tickets can be bought at the 
Innisfree Library and the 
Innisfree Village Office. They 
are $2.00 each. Thank You! 
(Draw date will be Friday Oct 
8, 2021)

Innisfree 4H Multi-Club
  To parents, members and interested per-
sons of the Innisfree 4-H Multi Club.
  I am sorry to report that I feel it is probably 
the best that the club take a year off. Last 
year has very disappointing with the restric-
tions of the Covid-19 pandemic. I feel it was 
not fair for the members to be on hold and 
expecting activities that could not happen. I 
feel at this time that this year could be very 
much the same. I hope this situation will be 
soon better, but until then I am saying we 
will take the year off.
  I hope that next year we can begin with a 
brighter outlook, and maybe more young 
people will be excited to join. I also will be 
looking for help from the adults in the com-
munity in the form of leaders.
If you have an ideas or want to talk more 
about this, please give me a call.

Thank you all! Debbie McMann



BUSINESS DIRECTORY



ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE
Starting @ $5.00 Please email for rates.

Discounted rates for in-area non profit groups.
innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

tumn was first and Fall came along about 
300 years later!
 
Apparently some scholars felt that the 
seasons of summer and winter were not 
adequate in many regions to describe the 
seasonal changes and decided to adopt 
two additional time frames which were 
referred to as spring and harvest.
However, sometime in the 1300’s when 
reviewing the choice of labelling it was 
determined that the usage of the word 
harvest; “meaning a time to reap”, ex-
cluded city “folk” so a more politically 
correct term had to be decided upon.  It 
sounds like it wasn’t a unanimous forum 
that chose the Latin word autumnus 
which was shortened to autumn but it 
was temporarily used to indicate the time 
after summer and before winter.
 
Sometime about 300 years later it was 
decided that Fall was a more accurate 
adjective to use and would fit in well with 
the term Spring.  Spring indicating ‘the 
springing of the leaf from the tree’ and 
Fall then for the ‘falling of the leaf from 
the tree’.  Both words were descriptive 
of what occurred during the time frame 
they were labelling!
 
For whatever reason, perhaps to keep all 
parties happy, Fall and Autumn became 
inter dispersed and neither one is more 
correct to use than the other.  So you are 
free to use either and to even mix them 
up just to keep everyone on their toes!
I find the study of history so fascinat-
ing, especially when a personal twist is 
included or when I have the opportunity 
to chat with the people who ‘made’ the 

Thank you to the Village of Innisfree and the Minburn Agricultural Society for their help and support of the Innisfree Informer.

Thank you to the community for their encouragement, kind words, and submissions.

Oct 25, 2021 is the November Informer deadline for submissions. Email to: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com or text 780-632-1585

history.  I think our school system would 
be so enhanced if the people behind the 
history could actually come to the class-
room to tell their stories.  Dates and facts 
can be so dry but when you throw in that 
personal description of how things ‘really’ 
went down history comes alive.
 
In early September my cousin recom-
mended the book, “The Forgotten Home 
Child” by Genevieve Graham.  It is about 
the British children that were sent to Can-
ada between 1869 and 1932.  The number 
that came is somewhat disputed some 
sources say around 100,000 children were 
sent other sources report the number in 
excess of 120,000.  The group was made 
up of orphans, children charged with 
minor crimes and some were sent by 
their families in hopes of giving them a 
better life.  It was a difficult time in Great 
Britain and the country was plagued by 
unemployment and poverty. 
 
A man named Dr. Barnardo set up a 
‘home’ in Britain that took in these 
children, many rescued from the work-
houses or from living on the streets.  At 
this ‘home’ they were taught basic school 
subjects as well as Trades for the boys and 
cooking, cleaning etc. for the girls.  The 
thought being to give them skills that 
would help them improve their lives.
 
These children were then brought by ship 
to Canada where most were placed in 
homes across rural locations; I read that 
families paid $3 for them.  Some children 
were fortunate and were taken in by good 
families with the intent of adopting them 
and giving them a safe and secure home.  
Others became indentured slaves and 
found themselves in a living nightmare 
where they ended up being free labour 
housed in the barn with the animals and 
eating scraps of food.  There were not 
sufficient workers to ensure that the chil-

dren’s welfare was monitored and many 
suffered from malnutrition and abuse.
 
Sam’s grandmother Lily Bushell (she later 
married Samuel Platt) was one of the 
Barnardo Home Children, fortunately she 
ended up in a home where she was kindly 
treated.  She arrived in Canada on May 
10th,  1903 at the age of 9 or 10 and was 
accompanied by her younger sister, Rose.
 
The survivors of this program mostly felt 
like they were ‘lesser’ or ‘worthless’ and 
many never shared their stories even with 
their own children or grandchildren.  
They were the ‘lost’ or the ‘secret’ children 
from Britain and it was something not to 
be spoken about.
I would like to think though that the 
people who sent them here whether they 
were orphans or sent by their parents 
truly believed they were coming to a bet-
ter environment.  As a grandmother and 
mother I can only imagine the heartbreak 
I would have felt putting my child on 
a ship, all alone, sending them into the 
unknown and praying that they would be 
the better for it.
 
I was surprised to learn about these 
children who grew up to be pioneers and 
an integral part of our Canadian history.  
I would challenge you to google the topic 
and do some research of your own as it 
is important we remember our history as 
that's what has brought us to where we 
are today.

If you enjoy a weekly dose of Farm Wife 
humour please check out my blog at 
https:\\farmwifediary.blog

Is It Autumn or Is it Fall?  by Deb Barber
Similar to the ques-
tion what came first 
the chicken or the 
egg, but with some 
sleuthing I was able 
to confirm that Au-

Do you have a tried and true recipe you want
to share? Send it our way to be

featured in the Informer!

Email: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com


