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Innisfree Mayor's Message in a Minute

December will be like none that we have ever seen before. I see that some decorations and lights are up already, and I hope to get mine up soon, also. Congratulations
you early birds. I envision December to be filled with baking and phone calls to family and friends. We will be especially happy to hear from those far and near. Remember to share the best wishes generously.
Also, we ask drivers to be slowing down to the 30 km speed limit at the school and
watch out for the students as they hurry to and from school. The older children will
not be there to look out for their younger brothers and sisters this December.
Check updates as they are posted on the Village web site, www.innisfree.ca and
Facebook page, Village of Innisfree.
Waiting is hard, but please wait! A few more days and weeks of social distancing
and home settling, (that is what I call it) and we should see the numbers of cases
dropping. But if we all are careful, we will be laughing at the time we isolated and
joined for coffee or tea with friends over the phone or facetimed with family. Have
you heard the new songs being written about the isolation and the “bubbles” created
in our lives? Bubbles makes me think about bubble baths and how much fun it was
when I was much younger.
You may feel lonely, but you are not alone. Reach out to others when you need to.
Seek happiness and wait for the safe gatherings of family and friends again. Then we
can truly celebrate our family and friendships.
Respectfully, Debbie McMann, Village of Innisfree Mayor

December
2020

'Twas the night before Christmas
By Clement Clarke Moore

'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;
And mamma in her 'kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled down for a long winter's nap,
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.
The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below,
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,
With a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name;
"Now, DASHER! now, DANCER! now, PRANCER and VIXEN!
On, COMET! on CUPID! on, DONNER and BLITZEN!
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!"
As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St. Nicholas too.
And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my hand, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.
He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.
His eyes -- how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow;
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath;
He had a broad face and a little round belly,
That shook, when he laughed like a bowlful of jelly.
He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself;
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread;
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle, And away they all flew like the down of a thistle. But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight,

November 2020 Village of Innisfree Regular Council Meeting Highlights
Mayor and Council met on November 17, 2020 for their Regular Council meeting.
Council discussed numerous items, which included:
Delegations:
Mayor and Council were presented two (2) delegations at the November 17, 2020 Regular Council meeting. The first
delegation was by Cpl. Dunsmore, from the Vermilion RCMP Detachment, and presented the 3rd Quarter Report
and Statistics for Innisfree and the surrounding area. The second delegation was by Mr. Grant Bergman, and presented a written request regarding 2021 Minimum Tax. Mayor and Council received both delegations as information.
Bylaws:
• Bylaw 660-20 – Bylaw Enforcement Officer (Received Second and Third Reading)
• Bylaw 661-20 – Subdivision & Development Appeal Board Bylaw (Second and Third Reading)
• Mayor and Council appointed the Bylaw Enforcement Officer, Subdivision & Development Appeal Board Clerk
and Member of Council.
New Business:
• Appointment of Bylaw Enforcement Officer: Mayor and Council passed a motion appointing the Chief Administrative Officer as the Bylaw Enforcement Officer for the Village of Innisfree in accordance with Bylaw 660-20.
• Appointment of SDAB Clerk & Council Member: Mayor and Council passed a motion appointing the Chief Administrative Officer as the Clerk as well as appointed Deputy Mayor Cannan as the Council Member for the Subdivision & Development Appeal Board in accordance with Bylaw 661-20.
• CARES Grant – Invigorate Innisfree – Economic Development Strategy: Mayor and Council reviewed Ms.
Amanda Davis (Management Consultant) letter dated April 12, 2020. After much discussion, Mayor and Council
passed a resolution to return the grant funds to the province and to terminate the agreement with Ms. Amanda Davis
in this regard.
• Village of Innisfree Library – 2020 Municipal Contribution: Mayor and Council approved the Village of Innisfree
Library Board 2020 Municipal Contribution in the amount of $3,500.00.
• Other items discussed: 2021 Go East of Edmonton Advertising Renewal, Innisfree Library Board – 2021 Budget,
Trans Canada Yellowhead Highway Association – 2021 Municipal Contribution, 2020 Staff Honorariums, Quote
Dated September 17, 2020 – Vehicle Decals (Public Works Truck/Equipment) and Alberta Police Interim Advisory
Board (APIAB) – Quarterly Report
The meeting was then adjourned.

SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT
APPEAL BOARD

REQUEST FOR MEMBERS OF PUBLIC AT LARGE
The Village of Innisfree requires two (2) members of
public at large for the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board. This quasi-judicial body, appointed by Council, makes impartial and unbiased decisions on challenges
of subdivision or development authority decisions and
stop work orders. Deliberations are based on the municipal planning documents such as the Land Use Bylaw
and Municipal Development Plans, provincial statute and
information presented by hearing participants.
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board hearings are
scheduled as required. Board members are appointed for
a one (1) year term with an option to be reappointed for
a second term.
Village residents with an interest or experience in planning or development activities are invited to submit a resume including a statement on your interest and abilities
in serving in this capacity.
Mandatory training is required upon appointment.
Please mail, fax or email submissions,
by December 31, 2020 to:

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board
Attn: Brooke Magosse
Box 69, 5116 50 Avenue
Innisfree, AB T0B 2G0
F: 780-592-3729
E: cao@innisfree.ca

Happy Birthday!
Dec 11: Mike Fundytus
Dec 12: LilyAnn Logan
Dec 15: Olivia Nott
Dec 19: Kelly Anderson
Dec 19: Madison Isley
Dec 19: Deanna Jackson
Dec 19: Norah Melnyk
Dec 19: Boe Myshaniuk
Dec 23: Blair Newton
Dec 24: Marilyn Newton
Dec 28: Justin Cannan
Dec 29: Camille Kassian
Jan 1: Stella Nott

Innisfree-Minburn 4-H Beef Club Report

Submitted by Rylan Jackson, Club Reporter
On November 10 we had our meeting in Minburn. Besides our
normal agenda we also had Tawyna Copland a 4H parent, and a
local vet of Prairie Rose Vet Services talk to the club about lead
toxicity and the negative effects that it can have on cattle. It gave
us good knowledge on one of the many reasons why it’s important to dispose of and recycle old batteries, espcially around our
farms.
A big thank you to Harder’s of Branded Western Wear for the
use of their farm facilities to do our weigh in for our projects on
Sunday, November 8th. We had good weather this year for the
day. Our members have steer, heifer, and cow calf projects this
year.
Another thank you goes out to all the surrounding communities
who helped us in one of the biggest tire and electronic recycling
collections yet! Your contributions really helpd us out, and we
appreciate that very much. We collected over 2,000 tires this year!
Our next meeting will be on December 8, 2020 at 7:00 pm in
Innisfree.

Innisfree & District Agricultural Society News

The Innisfree & District Agricultural Society has been busy planning
their December activities.
The Curling Club has started putting in the ice.
The Ice for the Arena has been on our minds and traditionally the
ice is ready for the Christmas holidays. With so much cancelled this
year we hope to be able to open the arena for public skating and
skating lessons, but that too must be with small groups and social
distancing.
We are looking for help at the arena this year.
We also generally hold our annual meeting in December, but with
the new rules we are uncertain what we are going to do. Please
check out our Facebook page – Innisfree & District Agricultural
Society.
Be safe and look out for breaking news from the Innisfree & District
Agricultural Society.

Do you have a tried and true recipe
you want to share?
Send it our way to be featured in the Informer!
Email: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com

EVENTS CALENDAR
Here’s What’s Happening!
Dec 4: Christmas Tree Light Up
Dec 15: Village Council Meeting: Virtually.

See our web page and Facebook page for more information

Dec 25: Merry Christmas to all!
Jan 1: Happy New Year!

Please send your event info (name, date, location) by
Dec 28 to be included in the January Calendar of Events
Thank you to Sharon Gowan for this recipe:

IMPOSSIBLE TURKEY & STUFFING PIE

A "Natural" for after the holidays

Submissions for the Outdoor Corner are welcome.
Hunting, fishing and outdoor stories, facts or jokes!
Email: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com
Thank you to Krystin Cannan
for this recipe:

POPCORN BALLS

-12 Cups Popcorn
-1 Cup Sugar
-1/2 Cup White Corn
Syrup or Other Syrup
-1/3 Cup Water
-1/4 Cup Butter
-3/4 Tsp. Salt
-1 Tsp. Vanilla

Mix sugar, corn syrup, water,
butter and salt in saucepan until
well blended.

Place over low heat, stir gently
until mixture boils, continue boiling without stirring until it forms
a brittle ball in cold water.
Remove from heat. Add vanilla,
stir only enough to mix. Pour the
syrup over the popcorn stirring
rapidly to make certain all kernels
are covered.
Cut up jube jubes and place in
the mixture.
Moisten the hands with water
and shape into balls.

-2 cups cut-up cooked
turkey or chicken
-1/2 tsp seasoning salt
-1 cup prepared turkey
stuffing
-1/4 cup thinly sliced green
onions
-1/2 cup cooked green beans
-1 cup milk
-2 eggs
-1/2 cup Bisquick
baking mix

Heat oven to 400˚
GREASE 9" pie plate
Arrange turkey in plate,
sprinkle with seasoned salt.
Separate stuffing into small
pieces; arange on turkey.
Top with onions and peas.
BEAT remaining ingrediaents until smooth. Pour
into pie plate.
BAKE until knife inserted in
center comes out clean, 30
to 35 minutes.
Cool 5 minutes, Serve with
hot turkey gravy.

Library News

We want to assure our patrons that we are still open our regular
hours with the newly announced Covid restrictions. Please note that
masks are now mandatory while you are in the library. We thank
you for your consideration.
It is with regret that we have to cancel our annual Holiday in the
Hallway Celebrations. We will miss seeing the community come out
to support local non-profits, but hope that next year we will be able
to continue as normal!
We have our next Early Literacy packages ready for pick up!
Novembers theme was 'Fun with Magnets' and Decembers is 'Jingle
Bells'. These take-home craft packages are meant to replace our inperson programming, and are filled with fun things to do with your
little ones at home. There are a limited number of bags available, so
don't wait to stop by and grab yours.
We are still having our Donation Tree this year, with the recipients
for 2020 being the Little Warriors Be Brave Ranch and the Interval
Home. We are accepting donations until December 18 at 3pm.
We will be closed for the Christmas Holidays from Thursday,
December 24 to Tuesday, January 5th.
Phone: 780-592-2122
Email: librarian@innisfreelibrary.ca
Thank you, Marilyn Newton, Library Manager

Santa Fact: The weight of Santa's sleigh loaded with one Beanie Baby for every kid on earth: 333,333 tons!

Kids helpline # 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Helpline # 1-877-303-2642

Innisfree School
November Students' Union Report
Submitted by Tristan Neil

For Halloween Students union members decorated the Elementary hallway and it looked spook-tacular. The Students had their usual
costume parade through the gym and the prizes were McDonald’s cards and they were given out to the kids that had the best
costumes. We decided to do a thing when one class dresses up the
most gets a thing called the Snurtlegator. It is a teddy bear that is a
snake, a turtle, and an alligator.
Our spirit day on November 5th was to wear your school Spirit colours, blue and yellow. The class that dressed up the most was the
Grade 10/11 class and the Grade 1/2/3 class with 100% participation. The grade 1/2/3 class earned the Snurtlegator. The class was
happy they got it. We noted a good participation overall.
The following day was our Remembrance Day Service on Nov 6th.
Each classroom went onto a google meet and they would stand up
and listen to oh Canada and god save the queen. Then Mrs. Barber
assigned each classroom to watch a video on YouTube about the
soldiers. Then Remembrance Day posters from 2019 were given out
and they received their prizes. We then had a week off for Remembrance Day and teacher days.
School picture retakes were Nov 19th. On November 26 we are
planning jersey day. We are also beginning to plan our Christmas
activities. Some activities will be a food drive, and also have the
students dress up in Christmassy things for the last week of school
before Christmas break.

Hey Kids! Are you an artist, writer, inventor,
or all around creative kid? The Informer wants
to hear from you! Email your submissions for a
chance to be featured each month!

innisfreeinformer@gmail.com
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Farm Wife Diaries... To Answer or Not to Answer
When our home land line phone
rings Farmer Hubby is always dismayed when I don’t leap to my feet to
rush to answer it. Truth be told hardly
anyone ever calls the landline and I’m
usually 90% certain that it is going to
be one of those annoying Telemarketer
calls.
Our phone has the capability to
“block” up to 40 calls, which seemed
sufficient at the time of purchase, now
I am thinking I needed one that had
the capacity to block upwards of 400
calls.
I ran a Google search on how to stop
these annoying calls but the results
were less than encouraging as the first
few ideas involved calling specific
numbers to have our number put on
a ‘Do Not Call’ list, I tried that many
years ago and I believe I received more
calls after adding my name to the lists
than before.
They also suggested that I purchase
a device that I could connect to my
phone that would require a ‘real’ person to press a specific number in order
to have their call put through. I guess
as a last minute resolution to the problem I may have no choice but to go this
direction. However, it irks me that I
currently pay over $45.00 a month for
my lovely land line and thinking that
I need to spend additional funds to
have my calls monitored has me a little
irritated.
I find it most alarming when the
phone rings in the dark hours of
the night and in those moments, I
do spring to my feet and rush to the
phone with visions of something awful

having occurred to a family member
and someone is calling with the worst
news possible. Luckily, I always pause
and check the display before answering
and to date it has always been a Telemarketer type call.
Some get very aggravating when they
go in spurts of calling hour after hour
and they seem to usually time the calls
to happen just when we are sitting
down to eat. Farmer Hubby has yet to
clue in that no one calls via the land
line anymore and he is persistent that
I should be leaping up to check the
caller’s ID.
What is particularly maddening is
that my when my Aunt Albertha calls
the phone announces her name as
Alberta, so any call that claims to be
Alberta calling has Farmer Hubby
sure that I am ignoring her. Countless
times I’ve tried to explain to him if it is
truly her calling, I can always call her
back!
The mantra in our home has become,
“if the call is important they will leave
a message” and with that in mind I no
longer leap for any ringing tones so if
you do call here and wish to speak to
one of us be prepared to leave a message and I promise we will get back to
you!
We’ve also discovered that we have
some interesting calls coming from
overseas from Russia and Mordovia
and since we have no relationships
with people in those countries I have
also had to learn how to block these
calls on our cell phones. Luckily it
appears there is no limit to this and no
additional fees charged for blocking

by Deb Barber

them!
Farmer Hubby excels at making sure
my life is never boring! In fact, just recently we had to make an unexpected
trip to the city as he required emergency surgery for a detached retina. It
all started back during harvest time
when he had some ‘issues’ with his one
eye, but being a farmer it had to be put
on hold until it was more convenient
to have it addressed. Then of course
having a beautiful fall meant he needed
to get the oil changed in all the vehicles
and tractors leaving his ‘eye’ until it
became an emergency situation.
He is doing well. I’m not doing quite
as great since I have to try to keep one
step ahead of him attempting to keep
the snow all shovelled until he has recovered sufficiently to be allowed to do
that. I’m sure he is the only stubborn
and pigheaded farmer out there (insert
wink) as he swears that a ‘little’ bit of
snow shovelling certainly can’t do any
harm. The shovelling of snow may
not injure him, but I cannot guarantee
what may occur if he pushes his wife
past her level of tolerance!

If you enjoy a weekly dose of Farm
Wife humour please check out my blog
at https:\\farmwifediary.blog

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE
Starting @ $5.00 Please email for rates.

Discounted rates for in-area non profit groups.

innisfreeinformer@gmail.com
Thank you to the Village of Innisfree and the Minburn Agricultural Society for their help and support of the Innisfree Informer.
Thank you to the community for their encouragement, kind words, submissions and offers to help with this project!

December 28, 2020 is the January Informer deadline for submissions.
Email to: innisfreeinformer@gmail.com or text 780-632-1585

